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In partnership with Cal State East Bay, 
Chabot College, Friends of the Library 
and Barnes & Noble Booksellers our 
library participated in the Big Read which 
featured the novel, Bless Me Ultima by 
Rudolfo Anaya.  The Big Read is an 
initiative of the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the Institute for Museum 
and Library Services in partnership with 
Arts Midwest.  Hayward was one of only 
200 libraries to receive this grant.   
The event started with a reading 
Marathon on March 31 and April 1  
during which the entire book was read  
by members of the community.   

The Big Read A Big Success 
 

Hayward P. L. Wins Again! 
 Sean Reinhart informed the Library Commission on Monday, April 19 that 

Hayward was one of only 75 libraries to receive a grant for the 2011 Big 
Read.  The National Endowment for the Arts has had to cut back its 
grants from 200 in 2010 to 75 in 2011 due to the economy.   

Congratulations to the Sean and his fabulous staff for a job well done! 

  

High schools and colleges in Hayward 
read the book as part of their literature 
classes; the libraryÕs Mostly Literary 
Fiction group discussed at their April 
meeting and many events were held at 
the library to coincide with this title.  
Rudolfo Anaya spoke at a video 
interview at Cal State on April 27.  
Barnes & Noble hosted authors 
Francisco Jiminez April 29 at Eastridge 
in San Jose and Lucha Corpi May 5 in 
Walnut Creek and May 6 at Eastridge in 
San Jose. 
 

  

The Friends of the Hayward Public Library  

Friends of the HPL 
Board of Directors 

Judy Harrison                   President 
Helene Carr                      Vice Pres 
Peggy Robinson               Treasurer 
Evelyn Cormier                  Secretary 
Barbara Jones              Corresp Sec 
Muriel Sampson                 At Large 
Evelyn Gertler                    At Large 
Carl Baker-Madsen            At Large 
Jim Sampson                     At Large 
FelipŽ Razo                       At Large 
Nancy Evans                     At Large 
Bill Quirk                           Advisory 
Sean Reinhart      Library Director 
 
 
 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  
 
 
 

Board Meetings: 
Third Wednesday 

6:15 PM 
Main Library  

Everyone is welcome to 
attend 

Join our Board 
Be a Super Supporter 

Advocating for our 
library 

and life-long 
learning 

in our community 
 
 

 

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya 
The Big Read selection for 2010. 

ItÕs membership renewal time!  Please return the enclosed membership 
envelope or renew online at: https://library.hayward-ca.gov/donate 

An annual membership runs from May to April  
($10 Individual; $15 Family; $25 Supporting; $50 Patron; $100  
Corporate; and $250 Life)  
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Wed., 5/5 at 6:00 p.m.,  
Hayward City Hall Rotunda 
Join us for a wrap-up party of the Big 
Read 2010Õs celebration of Bless Me, 
Ultima. Students, educators, and 
community leaders will reflect on the Big 
Read experience and the impact it has 
had on our community.  
 

Big Read Wrap Party 
 

Knowledge is free at the library. Just 
bring your own container. - Unknown   
 
Winter was a busy time for the Friends.  
A group of hardy volunteers sold several 
thousand dollars worth of books at the 
farmerÕs market on the second and fourth 
Saturdays.  This has allowed us to 
sponsor several author events, many 
speakers, the Poetry Slam, childrenÕs 
programs, a Page Pizza Party, and many 
multicultural events.  
 
Do you want to spend a fun -filled 2 
hours hobnobbing with HaywardÕs 
foodies and book lovers on a 
Saturday morning?  Sign up to be a 
cashier at our sales.  Contact Muriel at 
510-487-9595 for more information.  
ItÕs a great way to support your library 
and get your vitamin D!  

JudyÕs Jottings 
 

Rebecca is the first winner of a $500 
provided by the Friends for a library 
employee who is planning to become a 
librarian.  She has been accepted into 
the Masters in Library and Information 
Science program at San Jose State 
University. 
 
Her goal is to become a childrenÕs 
librarian.  ÒÉI feel that is what I was 

Rebecca Machetta Wins Friends Grant 
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Public acknowledgements will be made 
to people and organizations who made 
significant contributions to the community 
Big Read effort. Contributors and 
participants will be recognized and the 
winners of the Teen Poetry Slam will 
read their winning poems.   
Event sponsored by Hayward Literacy 
Council. 
 

 
Budget meetings are scheduled for May 
and June.  Your support at these City 
Council meetings on May 18, May 25, 
June 15 and June 22 will show the 
council that the community does care 
about its library.  WeÕll have ÒI love the 
LibraryÓ buttons for you to wear. 
 
We have a vacancy on the Board.  
Come to a meeting on the second 
Wednesday at 6:15 at the Main Library 
and check us out.  We are an easy -
going, fun -loving group that is 
passionate about our library.  
 
I know you are taking advantage of filling 
your container with knowledge at the 
libraryÑ last monthÕs circulation was over 
100,000!  Wow!  Keep using this 
precious community facilityÑ you are 
among the 57,000 people used the 
library in March.   
 

  

meant to do.  I would love to be able to 
go on school visits, to encourage as 
many children to go to the library and 
read as many books as possible and 
even explore their imagination and write 
a few themselves.Ó 
 

ÒI would love to be 
able to go on school 
visits, to encourage as 
many children to go to 
the library and read as 
many books as 
possibleÉÓ 
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Saturday, May 29  
2:00 P.m. 
Main Library  
Join us for an 
afternoon tea with 
Tiffany Baker, author 
of the bestselling 
novel  
 

Meet Bestselling Author Tiffany Baker 

Join Stories a Go Go and volunteer to provide story times at local preschools.  Sign up by calling 510-
881-7945.  A two-part training will be held on Mondays, May 3 & 10, from 11:30-2 p.m. at the Main 
Library 
 

Homework Support Center  
Help kids succeed in school and earn community service credit.  Call Lindsey at 881-7535. 

 
 

Volunteers Needed  

 

  

  

Join us for an afternoon tea with Tiffany Baker, author of the bestselling 
novel The Little Giant of Aberdeen County (the March 2010 selection of 
the Mostly Literary Fiction Book Group). In The Little Giant of Aberdeen 
County, Truly Plaice suffers constant abuse and humiliation for her 
enormous size. Publishers Weekly glowed: "It's got all the earmarks of 
a hit -- an infectious and lovable narrator, a dash of magic, an 
impressive sweep,and a heartrending but not treacly family drama." 
Event co-sponsors: Friends of the Hayward Public Library, AAUW 
Hayward/Castro Valley Branch. 
 

 

Book Discussion Groups 

Mystery & Suspense   
Tuesday, May 4th @ 11:30 a.m., Le Paradis Bakery (D St. and Mission) and 6:30 - 7:45 p.m., Main 
Library: Naked in Death by J.D. Robb. 
 
Mostly Literary Fiction  
Monday, May 10th @ Noon, Peet's Coffee (B St. and Mission) and  6:30-7:45 p.m., Main Library:  The 
Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery. 
 
Autobiography & Memoir  
Wednesday, May 19th @ 6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Main Library:  Alex and Me by Irene M. Pepperberg. 
 
goodreads Workshop  
Monday, May 24th @ 10:00 a.m. (before the library opens) & 6:30 p.m.Main Library 
Goodreads.com is the largest social network for readers in the world. More than 3,100,000 members have 
added more than 82,000,000 books to their shelves. For more information, contact 
sally.thomas@hayward-ca.gov or call 510-881-7700. 
 
 
 
 

Help Wanted 
Volunteer Newsletter Editor with some experience doing both print and electronic issues 
Contact:  Judy Harrison 510-293-3328, jharrison663@comcast.net 
 



Are you ready to learn more about the culture and traditions of other member nations 
of our newly emerging GLOBAL society?  If so, I suggest reading a book 
recommended by Fareed Zakaria on his December 20, 2009 program on CNN.  This 
book, entitled In Other Rooms, Other Wonders, was written by Daniyal Muyeenddin.  
His very name reveals something about his origins.  His book, which is actually a 
collection of eight short stories reveal even more!  It was published in 2009.  

 
The setting of all eight stories is modern Pakistan.  Even more revealing is the three-page 
autobiographical addition included as a supplement, plus a two-page series of twelve questions 
that can serve as a discussion guide for a book group or be thought provoking for an individual 
reader.  This author links the eight stories together by the influence of the feudal order imposed 
on the characters by an aging landowner.  These characters include his servants, his managers 
and his extended family.  Thus, the reader experiences a cross section of citizens of Pakistan. 
 
I found other reviewers were full of praise while I was constantly making comparisons with Greg 
MortensenÕs Three Cups of Tea.  In closing I quote a reviewer for Bookmarks Magazine:  ÒWhile 
plenty of ugliness exists in the motives and petty schemes of his characters, Muyeenddin 
remains evenhanded, elegantly setting the stage for the tensions between power and poverty 
and all attendant human fragilities to play out.Ó   
 
This book is available at the Hayward Public Library.   
 
In Other rooms, Other Wonders, Daniyal Mueenuddin, W.W. Norton & Company, 2009, 
256 pages. 
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Friends of the Hayward 
Public Library  

 
PHONE: 

510-292-3328 
 

E-MAIL: 
fhpl@sbcglobal.net 

WeÕre on the Web! 
friendsofthehaywardca 

publiclibrary.org  
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Thanks for being a Friend! 

For those members who want to 
have a membership card, please clip 

the address label at right. 
It shows your membership status. 

____________________ 
 
Email fhpl@sbcglobal.net to sign 
up for the newsletter Ð send your 

full name and email address 
 

 

 


